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Twitter & Time Magazine 

Information gap activities are excellent for developing critical reading skills. In order 
to understand the structural and stylistic conventions of tweets and the reasons why 
people tweet, you can create an exercise like the following 

1. Cut out all of the tweets in the left column and paste them on to yellow cards. 
2. Cut out all of the biographies, taken from Time Magazine’s 100 most 

influential people of 2011, and paste them on white cards. Notice the names 
of the people have been removed from these biographies. 

3. Be sure to keep track of which tweet goes with which biography by writing a 
number on the back of the yellow cards and a letter on the back on the white 
cards. Make a key for yourself so that you can find the right answers after 
they are jostled. 

4. Give half of the class yellow cards and the other half of the class white cards. 
Tell them to walk around the room and discuss their cards with others until 
they have found a match.  

5. After everyone has made a match, in pairs, students can answer the following 
questions: 

a. What are the defining characteristics of a tweet? 
b. How did you know that your tweet belonged to this biography? Which 

linguistic clues did you find? 
c. How do these people use Twitter to be influential? 
d. Angela Merkel is on Time’s 100. Why doesn’t she tweet? Why do 

people tweet? 
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X embodies the youth who constitute the 
majority of Egyptian society — a young man 
who excelled and became a Google 
executive but, as with many of his 
generation, remained apolitical due to loss of 
hope that things could change in a society 
permeated for decades with a culture of fear. 
Over the past few years, X, 30, began 
working outside the box to make his peers 
understand that only their unstoppable 
people power could effect real change 

 

 

I never knew when I created a Facebook 
account to connect with friends, relatives 
and constituents that I would find one of my 
residents who needed a kidney. But there 
was Carlos Sanchez, like some sort of 
cyberspace SOS on my NewsFeed, 
contacting as many people as he could to 
find a new chance at life. Would I have been 
his donor without Facebook? We'll never 
know. But Facebook allowed me to sit 
quietly in my office and say to myself, You're 
up! Answer this call! 

 

 

As long as he was an anonymous 
cybergeek, X was a genius. Once he came 
in from cyberspace and set about the 
manipulation of media professionals, he was 
just another source, to be used and abused, 
diddled and discarded. X, 39, did not choose 
to be the face of WikiLeaks; it was decided 
that since he had less to lose than most of 
his anonymous co-geeks, having neither 
home nor chick nor child, he would be it. 



	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	   3	  

© Brad Philpot, InThinking  
www.englishalanglit-inthinking.co.uk 

 

All journalists hope that at least once in their 
career, they'll be covering the world's 
biggest story and be the best at doing it. 
With Egypt's revolution, X's hopes became 
reality. Many journalists did good work in 
Egypt at the country's — and the region's — 
historic turning point, but none matched X, 
31.  

 

 

X, 48, started a firestorm when she 
published her memoir, Battle Hymn of the 
Tiger Mother. When an entire nation reacts 
so strongly to something, you know you 
have hit a nerve. And Amy did. She hit us 
where it hurts, questioning our parenting, our 
kids' educational achievement and our 
nation's ability to compete globally in today's 
world. Unlike the excerpt that appeared in 
the Wall Street Journal, titled (not by her) 
"Why Chinese Mothers Are Superior," X's 
book is a nuanced story of how her 
parenting… 

 

 

When it comes to having it all, X offers a 
great model. In 2007, at the ripe old age of 
23, X retired from professional tennis. She 
wanted to start a family. Her beautiful 
daughter Jada Ellie was born in 2008. Then 
X decided to make a comeback, and she 
has exceeded all expectations. X has won 
the past two U.S. Open titles and earlier this 
year was the No. 1 player in the world.  
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Years ago, when he moved into the projects 
of Newark, N.J., and I asked why that was 
necessary, he responded, "You can best 
serve what you know." And long after he 
won the job of mayor, he remained in his tiny 
inner-city flat — not to make a point but to 
make a difference. On the desk in his office 
are scriptures from about eight different 
religions. He studies them all. He is a man 
of, for and about the people.  

 

 

X, 41, came of age down the road from me. 
Although we didn't know each other at the 
time, it's clear now that growing up in south-
central Wisconsin during the Reagan years 
had a lasting impact on both our political 
philosophies. Like our 40th President, X has 
always stuck to his core beliefs: in limited, 
effective government; individual liberty; and 
making the hard decisions so our children 
will inherit a country at least as great as the 
one we did.  

 

X's approach to politics is the same as mine: 
call 'em like you see 'em, and even if people 
don't agree with you on every issue — and 
they won't — they will respect you for being 
honest. They will know you are not shilling 
for a party or an ideology. And they will do 
exactly what you would hope any voter — 
and any viewer — would do: listen with an 
open mind and come to their own 
conclusions. On every issue, X speaks his 
mind without fear or favor, because he puts 
his country before his party.  
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X has wanted to be an actor, as he says, 
"since I was an embryo," which gave him the 
determination to say, "Yes, I can," despite 
the many who had said no. X, 20, lives by 
extreme truth, speaking out against the 
epidemic of bullying that he, too, faced in 
high school. The honesty that he infuses into 
his Glee character, Kurt, leaves you reeling. 
Our cast is blessed to hear things like "Your 
character has helped me through this, or 
helped me do that," but none more so than 
X.  

 

School can be an intimidating place, one in 
which competitiveness and power cliques 
can sometimes turn downright nasty — and 
not just for the kids. X, 41, knows that as 
well as anyone — and has handled it better 
than most. The former chancellor of the 
Washington, D.C., school system and the 
founder of the Students First advocacy 
group, X has distinguished herself by her 
single-mindedness and her dedication to 
kids. 

 

She has not only made it to the top with the 
cards stacked against her, but she has also 
made extraordinary contributions to our 
global community through her philanthropic 
efforts. CNN revolutionized the news based 
on a good idea, good people and a lot of 
inspired guesswork. Under X, the OWN 
channel is primed to combat the tabloid 
programming we've become accustomed to 
with smart, enlightened, informative content.  
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X, the man raising these issues, is an 
Evangelical pastor with a huge and growing 
young following. X, 40, is the founder of 
Mars Hill Bible Church in Grand Rapids, 
Mich.; a master of social media; and the 
author of a current best-selling book, Love 
Wins. Wielding music, videos and a 
Starbucks sensibility, X is at the forefront of 
a rethinking of Christianity in America. 
Traditionalists don't like what they're seeing, 
for X's questions cut to the heart of a faith… 

 

I was introduced to X, 44, by a mutual friend, 
and I quickly realized he was worth listening 
to. In my experience, he's the best-informed 
person in the world about Afghanistan. He 
returned to his home country from Australia 
after 9/11out of patriotism. Through his 
ownership of newspaper and TV properties, 
he has become, without a doubt, the most 
influential media figure in Afghanistan and 
plays a big role in shaping public opinion 
there.  

 

 

Clean air and clean water, healthy 
communities and a prosperous, clean 
energy economy. Those are the goals X has 
been fighting for every day for 25 years. 
Wanting to make the world a better place, 
she joined the Environmental Protection 
Agency — which she now leads — after 
earning a master's in chemical engineering 
from Princeton. As the U.S. grapples with 
serious energy issues, we need serious 
leaders like X. 
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From the minute I met X, I knew this kid 
possessed a certain confidence that only a 
star could have. He was born a star. He 
knew what he wanted to accomplish; all he 
had to do was get everyone else to believe 
it. Now, looking back at his incredible run, 
the reality of who he is and what he's 
accomplished far exceeds anybody's 
expectations of him. What's interesting and 
will keep the world watching is that at the 
same time he's having this incredible 
success, he's like any other kid living a 
normal life.  

 

When the narrowest of gaps opened in the 
media business, X jumped into it headfirst 
and jacked it wide open. In 2005, with little 
more than her impregnable charm, thicket of 
friends and contacts and outsize chutzpah, 
she launched the golden goose of news 
websites (or of any business) — popular, 
adroit, cheap as chips to run and named 
after her. The Huffington Post is now one of 
the 50 most frequented Web destinations, 
holding its own against much bigger and 
longer-established media megaliths.  

 

 

X is a tenacious organizer, talented at both 
inside maneuvering and outside 
mobilization. She always wins. She leads 
with diplomacy and makes her case with 
facts, not hyperbole. That's what I saw when 
she served as my deputy chief of staff; that's 
what the nation sees as she leads Planned 
Parenthood. Partly because of the respect 
legislators have for X, being a woman is no 
longer a pre-existing condition. She's now 
leading the charge against a radical attack 
on women's health and reproductive 
freedom. 
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This singular purpose allowed him to 
overcome many adversities and successfully 
establish Alinea and Next, distinct, 
thoughtful restaurants that refine the 
standards of our profession through X's 
visionary take on modernist cuisine. I have 
always believed that there are many cooks 
in the world but not many chefs in the true 
sense of the word. X exemplifies the modern 
chef — and nothing, not even tongue 
cancer, has impeded his vision and desire. 

 

The birth of a child is a miracle, and like 
most miracles, it can be confusing for those 
going through it. Spurred by the fact that she 
could not find answers to her own questions, 
X wrote What to Expect When You're 
Expecting 27 years ago. Since then, lots of 
pregnancy books have been delivered but 
none that have spent 10 years on the New 
York Times best-seller list or given 34 million 
women around the world the confidence 
they need for childbirth.  

 

X, 63, has moderate, colloquial eloquence, 
still relatively rare among American Muslim 
religious leaders. That didn't stop the attacks 
on him and his wife Daisy Khan when they 
teamed with a developer to propose a 
community center near Ground Zero. They 
still hope to realize that vision, knowing it 
won't come without further attacks. At a 
Manhattan church in 2004, a woman asked 
X to explain hateful Muslim rhetoric. He 
gently proposed a deal: "You take the best 
of our tradition as a start, and I'll take the 
best of Christianity ... From there we can 
build." 
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What if you were told, at 37, you had three 
years to live? X, diagnosed with multiple 
myeloma, decided to make memories for her 
18-month-old daughter Nicole so she'd know 
she had a mom. But at the same time, 
marshaling her determination and 
knowledge of the world of pharma, she 
created the Multiple Myeloma Research 
Foundation. Today, 165 million research 
dollars, four new approved drugs and 13 
years later, X is in remission but still 
pressing scientists and the FDA to work 
together efficiently.  

 

 

X runs the CIA of infectious disease. The 
swashbuckling virologist is the founder and 
director of the Global Viral Forecasting 
Initiative (GVFI), an innovative NGO that 
tracks emerging infectious diseases before 
they begin to kill humans. Nearly every 
deadly new virus of the past few decades — 
from Ebola to swine flu — began spreading 
in animals before it jumped to people.  

 

 

 

 


